experiments, both animal and clinical. In the lung, Dauber and colleagues5 showed that increased vascu¬ lar permeability to protein occurred in association with elevated levels of tumour necrosis factor and the appearance of circulating levels of endotoxin during pump-oxygenator bypass in dogs. The 
between increased lung microvascular permeability and serum myeloperoxidaise activity is consistent with general tenants of the causes of acute lung injury. Neutrophil activation with cardiopulmonary bypass or reperfusion or both may injure the alveolar-capillary membrane through the release of intracellular con¬ stituents in the lung's microvessels. 9 The findings by Sinclair and colleagues that the gut is injured after cardiopulmonary bypass could also be explained by a microvascular injury complicating the intraoperative management of the patient. Ohri 
